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Hands Off, Protestants 


The Roman Catholics are demanding 
the withdrawal of Protestant missionar- 
ies from Latin America. A widespread 
campaign is being started to create senti- 
ment in official circles to bring pressure 
against expanding Protestantism in 
South and Central America. At the same 
time that Catholic leaders are aiding in 
the defense of religious liberty in the 
world, they are demanding religious to- 
talitarianism in over half of the western 
hemisphere. The Catholics are pushing 
their campaign on the thesis that South 
and Central America is a Catholic area 
and the “proselyting” of Protestants a 
bad influence on the good neighbor policy. 
Since the charge of proselyting has been 
raised, the history of the Roman Catholic 
Church in the art of proselyting had best 
be mentioned without comment. 


*Desk Admirals” 

There is heavy thunder in the air over 
the broadside recently fired at the Navy 
Department by Colonel Hugh J. Knerr. 
The former chief-of-staff of the head- 
quarters air force charged that “desk ad- 
mirals” in Washington are giving the 
nation a distorted picture of naval activ- 
ity in order to protect their blunders 
from public gaze. Speaking in the Amer- 
ican Mercury, the colonel continued, “The 
men in the Navy are fighting heroically 
for victory but the ‘desk admirals’ in 
Washington are fighting a desperate 
rearguard action for prestige and con- 
trol—a battle which at best is  short- 
sighted and at worst may be delaying our 
triumph. The Navy command, flanked by 
platoons of alleged public relations ex- 
perts, is constantly conveying a false and 
exaggerated impression of naval activ- 
ity. The picture of crucial events is 
being distorted and touched up to save 
face over the discrediting of the battle- 
ship.” 


THE BIG URGE now is to modernize the 
Navy by increasing its airpower arm 
and to free the air arm for more signifi- 
cant and effective service. This is hard 
to do because air-minded navy men have 
odds against them: Admiral King, at 
the top, is an aviator, but Admirals Hart, 
Stark and Nimitz are not. Vice Admirals 
Halsey and Hoover are aviators, but nine 
other vice admirals are not. Of 104 rear 
admirals, 15 are aviators and 89 are not. 


Speed 


Things are moving fast these days— 
an American shipbuilder reported to the 
government that a ship he built was con- 
structed, launched, loaded with war ma- 
terials—and sunk by a Nazi submarine, 
all in ninety days. 


Looking into the Future .. . 


The dreadful ninety days we spoke of some time ago will soon come to a close. 
As we said then, what is happening these days will have an immeasurable effect 
on all of our lives. Jf the Russian resistance crumbles and England and America 
fail to capitalize on Russian resistance while it is still effective—which so far 
they have failed to do—we must prepare for the worst. We will have let pass 
the opportunity to get the war under control and end it with reasonable certainty 
within reasonable limits. No layman stands able to judge the technical issues 
of the Second Front, but any intelligent layman can judge the effect on history’s 
trends when some great opportunity is muffed no matter for what reason. 

The Russians may yet dig in and consolidate the eastern front. We still believe 
that Hitler will never be able to destroy the Russian striking power and as long 
as he can’t do that, every victory brings him nearer to inevitable defeat. 

The greatest danger is the threat of a negotiated peace between Hitler and 
Stalin. It is against the rules even to speak of such a thing now in the press or 
over the air, but rules or no rules, the history of the past ten years proves that 
a negotiated peace could happen... and will happen if the Russians become con- 
vinced that they have been deceived by British and American promises and sac- 
rificed, by British and American failures. Seldom reported in America is the 
fact that Stalin has said many times to the Russian people that they are not 
fighting for the capitalistic nations. Although kept from/the American public, 
such remarks are commonly reported and discussed among Soviet officials and 
Communists in America. 

If Stalin becomes convinced that he cannot defeat the Germans and is not 
going to receive sufficient assistance from his allies to save the Soviet, he will be 
open to some of the many propositions Hitler has always had up his sleeve for 
Russia, such as the division of the resources of India, etc. 

It is openly understood in Washington that the United Nations’ conferences 
with Stalin have been to keep him convinced that his allies are doing all in 
their power to help. This also connects up with the brighter side of the picture 
one finds current among official circles in Washington—that there is really 
something “cooking” in the United Nations’ pot... that a completing of plans 
is now under way for a tremendous offensive stroke against the Axis. 

No Christian worthy of the name can live through such days without being 
made aware of the utter failure of man to manage his own world. No president 
or prime minister, fuehrer or emperor can pull this world together again now. 
It is out of their hands and in the hands of God; it is God’s plans that count 
for the most now. What a change in the psychology of the United Nations 
there would be if a great commission of spiritual leaders was officially called 
in London or Washington for days of meditation and prayer to seek a clearer 
vision of God’s plans for tomorrow’s world, the results of these meditations to be 
given precedence over the pressure of financial groups, labor lobbies and the 
shameful political horse trading that has generally characterized so much of our 
officialdom. Only as such considerations play a more prominent part in our national 
scene have we the right to claim that we are a Christian nation and are “fighting 
the battle of the Lord”. 


Things the Citizen Does Not Know 


Here is a paragraph to ponder: The average citizen has not been informed of 
the fact that big business has already won its part of the war. Theoretically, 
capitalism is a system which permits any man to enter any business he wants to 
pursue. It has been a generation or two, however, since a man could go into the 


steel business, aluminum or chemical trades. These products have been in the 
control of organized corporations which have successfully barred competition. 
Before the war, legislation and sincere efforts to enforce the anti-trust laws 
failed to check the growing power of these monopolies. Then, as the war came on, 
the monopolies tried to resist pressure to force them, first, to expand their own 
production capacities (which they feared would later lower their profits by the 
fact that more abundant production would mean cheaper prices), second, to per- 
mit others to enter the field to meet the war-inspired demand for production. 
As every well informed citizen knows, this was the situation that caused the 
federal government to bring suit under the direction of Thurman Arnold to break 
these monopolies and cartels. The government succeeded in its action sufficiently 
to meet production needs by breaking the patent strangle-holds and cartels that 
had tied up the country’s resources. But Mr. Arnold did not intend just to loosen 
these monopolistic ties sufficiently to meet the needs of war production, he meant 
to break them entirely and permanently believing this would enable the country 
to bring in a new era of abundance and save capitalism. He said so recently in 
remarkable articles which appeared in the Saturday Evening Post and elsewhere. 
Now it has been discovered that, although the facts have been generally sup- 
pressed, he has been stopped in his tracks in his plan really to end the strangula- 


(Continued on next page) 
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An Indian Speaks on India 
(Continued from middle page) 


party that has been working for a free and united India for 
over forty years, and is committed to the safeguarding of all 
minority rights. Year after year since 1927 Gandhi warned 
Britain that India would be no party to any future war unless 
she was first consulted. In utter disregard of India’s wishes, 
Britain declared India belligerent within a few hours of her 
own declaration of war against Germany. 

“Meanwhile, India raised and equipped an army of 2,000,000 
Indian soldiers, many of whom have fought and died at Dunkirk, 
Hong Kong, Singapore and Burma, and are dying by the thou- 
sands in Africa today. 

“When France fell, Gandhi’s colleagues compromised on the 
issue of non-violence and offered to take up arms, if only they 
could be made to feel that they were fighting as free men, both 
for their own country and for the freedom of the world, and 
not as mercenaries. Instead of real power, they were handed 
White Papers, and Viceroy’s Statements carefully couched in 
the familiar diplomatic jargon—statements not bold enough to 
suggest a break with the past. Meanwhile, country after coun- 
try fell before Hitler. What did Britain do to win India? 
Hopes aroused by the Atlantic Charter were at once blasted 
by Churchill, who declared that its terms did not apply to India. 
Midst this disillusionment, bitterness and hostility, Cripps hur- 
ried to India at the eleventh hour after Singapore had fallen 
and when the Japanese were rushing headlong westward. 

“Then Cripps—and the aftermath. I/t is not true as has often 
been asserted in the American press, that Cripps failed because 
Indians were unwilling to assume responsibility, or that they 
could not yet together, or that they wanted to curtail the powers 
of the Commander-in-Chief. Nationalist India objected to the 
provisions of the Cripps proposal that would have permitted any 
unit to stay out of the federal union—a direct encouragement 
and invitation to civil war. They objected to the provision de- 
signed to perpetuate India’s autocratic princes through whom 
Britain had worked to keep India divided. 

“Negotiations finally failed on two other crucial points. The 
Nationalists wanted to form a Provisional Coalition Govern- 
ment that should function as a responsible National Government 
from now on. But that meant curtailing the dictatorial powers 
of the English viceroy, and that Britain refused to do. The 
Nationalists were willing to give even more power to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, provided, as in the Dominions, he was not 
also Minister of Defense, and provided an Indian was made 
Minister of Defense with real powers. They wanted an Indian 
Minister because he alone, as a symbol of the new change, could 
have aroused the masses and made it a people’s war. Here again 
Britain refused to share military control with India and in- 
sisted upon ‘protecting India from Indians’. 

“It is the aftermath of the Cripps mission that has now forced 
Gandhi’s hand. And it is the recent Japanese move that has 
left him no choice. The failure of Cripps left behind it a trail 
of bitterness and frustration in India. The people of India are 
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not pro-Japanese. For years they have denounced Japan’s aggres- 
sion against China. But the unfortunate truth is that the tide 
of anti-British feeling has recently been running high. Anti- 
Japanese feeling in India is the by-product of pro-Chinese sym- 
pathy, but anti-British feeling is basic. This situation can eas- 
ily play into the hands of the Japanese. Jt was to counteract 
this that Gandhi seized this moment to arouse his followers to 
the hope that he would in his own way wrest their freedom from 
Britain. And he is at the same time exhorting them firmly to 
resist the Japanese. 

“The Japanese are maneuvering a puppet government for In- 
dia in connivance with certain exiled Indian revolutionaries who 
recently met in Assam and were assured of backing by all the 
Axis partners. In the face of prevailing apathy in India, this 
dramatic move could easily capture the imagination of many. 
This would mean chaos in which many would look for guidance 
and leadership outside of India. Gandhi had to do something 
equally dramatic to counteract this Japanese move and to hold 
his followers back from these seemingly alluring bids, (not one 
word of all of which has been allowed to be published for the 
American public). Gandhi has done this in his latest move by 
revitalizing the fight for independence. India and the cause of 
the United Nations in India are infinitely safer in Gandhi’s 
hands than they would be in other hands. 

“What will be the effect of this move? That Gandhi is anxious 
to avoid a showdown is obvious by his putting off the civil dis- 
obedience a month, and even longer if necessary. That India 
will resist Japanese aggression with all available means, mate- 
rial and moral, after Gandhi’s move as she would have done 
before is equally obvious. But that Gandhi’s civil disobedience 
will in no way jeopardize the war effort, as Gandhi hopes it will 
not, is difficult to imagine. If he does not act, the apathetic 
masses might prove an easy prey for Japan, and if he acts, he 
may hinder India’s war effort. There are perils in both courses. 
He and his colleagues have chosen the one they deem less 
perilous. 

“If Britain resorts to violent repression, it will inevitably 
ignite the already explosive situation. Whether Gandhi makes 
good his threat immediately or not, it is true that the hearts 
of the masses of India are not yet in this war. They can be 
roused, but only by setting up a Provisional National Govern- 
ment now—not later. The military control of India for psy- 
chological reasons should be under a joint board, consisting of 
an American, an Englishman, a Russian, a Chinese, and an 
Indian, with a Commander-in-Chief of its own choice. 

“America has a great stake in India. She can no longer 
afford to consider India as Britain’s exclusive concern. The war 
in Asia will never be won without the enthusiastic cooperation 
of the Asiatics. It will never be won unless those in power 
realize that ‘Freedom is a weapon, not a reward for good be- 
havior.’ India’s freedom will be worthless if the Axis wins, but 
she has yet to be convinced that it is secure and guaranteed if 
the United Nations win. China is advocating immediate inde- 
pendence for India. America, by equal daring and imagination, 
can still help save the present crucial situation.” 











